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(if applicable) 

FIELD OF STUDY 

Michigan State University / East Lansing Michigan B.S. Chemistry, Biological Science 

Huntington Memorial Hospital / Pasadena CA C.L.S. Medical Technology 
 

 
A. Personal Statement: 

 
I was diagnosed with breast cancer in 1994. I quit my job as a research microbiologist and devoted myself to 
advocacy.  I received training at NBCC, Komen, AACR and through the UCSF breast SPORE program. I formed a 
non-profit in 2001 and now work to train and educate other advocates. 
 
I believe that advocates can play an important role in all stages of the research process by bringing the patient 
perspective / needs into the discussion early on so no time is loss in course correction.  As a UCSF SPORE 
advocate from 1997 to the present, I have extensive experience working with basic researchers helping them move 
ideas into the translational field.  I am currently an advocate consultant for a DoD grant that will use information from 
a mouse model to help design a new ultrasound-screening machine that will eventually move into clinical trials. 
 
 

B. Professional Positions: 
 

1969 - 1995          Various Clinical & Research Laboratories positions as a licensed clinical lab scientist (C.L.S.)  

1995 - 1998          California Institute of Medical Research, Clinical Laboratory Supervisor / Research Microbiologist 

1997 - Present      UCSF Breast SPORE Advocate  

1998 - 2002   UCSF Comprehensive Cancer Center, Assistant Administrator, Breast Oncology Program 

2001 - Present      Founder & President of Cancer Information and Support Network (CISN) a 501c(3) nonprofit 

2001 - 2009   Multi-Site Advocate Coordinator for the ACRIN MRI/CALGB Correlative Science clinical trial, I SPY 1 

2003 - Present      Research Advocate Consultant and Trainer 

2011 – 2015         Advocate consultant for DoD grant: “Breast Cancer: Catch it with Ultrasound” 

 
 
C. Trainer 

 
UCSF breast SPORE annual advocate training, 2011 
Coalition of Cancer Cooperative Groups advocate leadership conference, 2011 
Alliance CRA training, 2011 
Un. New Mexico CRA training, 2011 
ACOSOG lung advocate training, 2010 
ACOSOG CRA training, 2010 
Hepatobiliary cancer advocate annual meeting training, 2010 
UCSF/SoCRA Clinical Research Associate (CRA training), 2010 
Coalition of Cancer Cooperative Groups, new advocates, 2009, 2010, 2011 
ACRIN Advocate training, 2008, 2009 
ACOSOG annual CRA Training, (Keys to an Optimal Informed Consent: The Patient Perspective), 2008, 2009, 2010 
Summit Series on Clinical Trials Advocate Training, 2006, 2007 
ASCO Gastrointestinal Cancer Symposium, Advocate Training Program 2006, 2007, 2008 
Annual SoCRA conference, staff training 2007 (Keys to Optimal Informed Consent) 
Mayo clinic staff training, Rochester MN, 2006 (Keys to Optimal Informed Consent) 
ACRIN Clinical research annual training, 2006 (Keys to Optimal Informed Consent) 
Ovarian Cancer Alliance advocate training, 2006 
Genetic Alliance annual advocate training, 2006, 2005 
San Francisco community trainings, 2001,2002 
Created training binders for UCSF Breast SPORE Advocates; 1998 
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 C.  Speaker 
 
NCI Biospecimen Research Network Annual conference, 2012 
ACOSOG, 2010, 2011 
ASCO Breast Community Forum, 2010 
ACOSOG annual meeting, plenary speaker 2009 
AACR “The Science of Cancer Health Disparities”, 2008 
Radio interview for “the Cancer Group”, 2007 
Annual NBCC conference, 2007 
AACR Scientist <-> Survivor Program, 2007 
Faster Cures “Clinical Trials Recruitment and Retention: Best Practices and Promising Approaches”, 2006 
Plenary speaker at Summit Series for Clinical trials, 2006 
AACR Prognostic Markers conference, 2006 
ACOSOG advocate meeting, 2005 
Annual Ovarian Cancer National  (OCNA) Meeting, 2005  
AACR web-cast interview with Mina Bissal, 2005  
Plenary speaker at Summit on Clinical Trials Annual Meeting, 2004 
American College of Oncology Surgeons Oncology Group (ACOSOG) meeting, January 2004 
Moderator at the 24

th
 Congress of the International Association for Breast Cancer Research Program, 2003 

Semi annual ACRIN meeting, 2003 
UCSF Medical School class on Breast Cancer Screening, 2003 
Geographic Variations in Breast Cancer Incidence: Focus on the Bay Area, 2002 
ACOSOG (American College of Surgery Oncology Group), meeting, 2002 
Plenary Speaker at SPORE Investigators meeting, 2002 
Cerus Corporation meeting on Breast Cancer Awareness,2002 
Plenary California Association of Cytotechnologists yearly conference, 2000 
Plenary Speaker at the Symposium of Radiation Oncologists, 1998 
 
 

D. Faculty 

 
Meet the expert session on advocacy at the NCI Biospecimen Research Network Symposium, 2011 
ACOSOG lung advocate training, 2010 
ASCO/NCI Cancer Trial Accrual Symposium: The Science of Solutions, 2010 
AACR annual S<->S advocate mentor, 2010 
Hepatobiliary cancer annual advocate meeting, 2010 
ASCO Breast Meeting. 2009 
AACR health Disparities Meeting, 2009 
Panel member for Era of Hope Meeting, 2006, 2008  
AACR Accelerating Anticancer Agents Meeting, 2008  
AACR S<->S annual meeting, 2007, 2008  
Faculty member for Vail, “Methods in Cancer Clinical Trials”, 2007  
Faculty Member of an NBCC quality measures task force, 2007, 2006  
Moderator at the 24th Congress of the International Association for Breast Cancer Research Program, 2003 
 
 

E.  Advisory / Committee Member 
 

AACR Cancer Today Magazine Editorial Advisory Member, 2011 - 2014  
NCI, OBBR steering Committee member, “Research Studies in Cancer and Normal Pre-Analytical Variables and Their 
Effects on Molecular Integrity.” 2010-2014 
AACR, Science of Disparities abstract steering committee member, 2010 
Institute of Medicine committee member: Breast Cancer and the Environment: The Scientific Evidence, Research 
Methodology, and Future Directions, 2010-2011 
Co-Chair, Susan G. Komen AIS advocate education and training workgroup, 2009, 2010 
HHS Electronic Medical Records & Research Workgroup, 2009 
NCI Translational Meeting, 2008  
NCI Advocates in Research Work Group, 2007, 2008,2009,2010 
ENACCT, workgroup on clinical trial design, 2008, 2007 
Member AACR translational think tank, 2007 
Faculty member for Vail, “Methods in Cancer Clinical Trials”, 2007 
Faculty Member of an NBCC quality measures task force, 2007, 2006 
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Co-Chair for “Summit Series on Clinical Trials” workgroup 6, 2006, 2005, 2004 
Community Advocate Representative on the San Francisco Bay Area DoD Center of Excellence award, 2003 to present 
Appointed by NBCC (National Breast Cancer Coalition) to serve as a Team Leader for Federal Lobby Day, 2002-present 
Appointed by CABCO (California Breast Cancer Organizations) to serve as Team Leader for State Lobby Day, 2002 
Appointed Multi-Site Advocate Coordinator for ACRIN/ Correlative Science Clinical Trial, 2002- present 
Appointed to ACOSOG (American College of Surgery Oncology Group), an NCI Cooperative Group, 2002 to present 
Appointed to NCI CARRA Program (Consumer Advocates in Research and Related Areas) 2002 to present 
Appointed Clinical Trial Team Leader for UCSF breast SPORE advocate core, 2002 to 2005 
Breast Cancer advocate representative to UCSF “Joining Forces” community outreach committee, 2003 to 2005 
Appointed to American College of Imaging Radiologists (ACRIN) as an advocate, 2003 to present 
Advocate member with the Bay Area Breast Cancer Study Group, 2001 
BSAC representative to UCSF clinical trial “breast site” protocol review committee, 1998 to 2005 
Authored a technical cancer glossary for the web site: Cancerlynx.com; 1998 
Co Organizer of a Focus Group created by the BSAC to determine why women do not join clinical trials, 1998 
Co Leader of the Tri Valley Breast Cancer Support Group, 1995 - 2005 

 
  F.  Grant Reviewer 
 
NIEHS breast cancer grant program, 2010 
Reviewer for the DoD program, 2002 2003, 2004, 2007,2008,2009,2010,2011 
Reviewer for DoD Interim reward grants 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007 
Susan G. Komen grant reviewer, 2001, 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012 
Reviewer for NCI / AVON grants, 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006 
California Advocate Observer for the California Breast Cancer Research Program, 2001 
 
  
G.  Scientific Meetings, trainings  
 
ASCO 2005,2006,2007,2010,2011 
Era Of Hope, 2011 
Hepatobiliary cancer annual meeting, 2010 
AACR annual meeting, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010 
ASCO/NCI clinical trial accrual meeting, 2010 
ASCO Breast Meeting. 2010 
AACR Health Disparities Meeting, 2009 
AACR Annual Meeting Scientist<-> Survivor participant, 2006, 2007,2008 
Graduate of NBCC Quality Care LEAD, 2006 
NCI CARRA Training, 2005 
AACR-Survivor Educational Workshop attendee, 2005 
Graduate of the NBCC clinical trial training course, 2003 
Graduate of UCSF Cancer Resource Center peer support training class, 2003 
Completed training to serve as an NCI sponsored CIS Partner in Clinical Trial Community Education, 2002 
Member of the NBCC Journal Club, 2000-present 
Graduate of NBCC Project LEAD course, 2000 
 
 
   H.  Awards / Grants 
 

Advocate consultant on DOD team award grant: “Breast Cancer: Catch it with Ultrasound”, 2011-2015 
Various Industry educational grants to CISN, 2003,2004,2005,2006,2007,2008,2009,2010, 2011, 2012 
Recipient of Coalition of Cancer Cooperative Groups advocate grant with ACRIN, 2004 
NBCC (National Breast Cancer Coalition) advocate honoree, 2002 
 
 
   I.  Publications 
 
NCI Biospecimen Research Network, 2012 
Era of Hope poster presenter, 2011 
AACR Health Disparities Meeting, poster, 2009 
AACR annual meeting poster and panel, 2007 
Poster presenter at the San Antonio Breast Cancer Symposium, 2003, 2004, 205, 2006, 2007 
Poster presenter at Genetic Alliance, and AACR, 2005, 2006, 2007 
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AACR advocate poster presenter, 2007,2006,2005 
ACRIN Abstract, “Improving Patient Accrual to Clinical Trials”, 2005  
DoD Era of Hope, poster, Co-Chair Symposium, 2005 
ASCO abstract, 2005 
Poster Presenter at NBCC annual meeting, 2005 
Poster presenter at the annual NCI SPORE Investigators Meeting, 2003 

 


